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few other forms, possibly of Protozoa and worms. An im

aginary phylogeny of animal life from Monads to Trilobites

would be something as long as the whole geological history.

Yet it would be almost wholly imaginary, for the record of the

rocks tells little or nothing. In face of such an imperfection

as this, geologists should surely be humble, and make confes

sion of ignorance to any extent that may be desired. Yet we

may at least, with all humility and self-abasement, ask our

critics how they know that this great blank really exists, and

whether it may not be possible that the swarming life of the

early Cambrian may, after all, have appeared suddenly on the

stage in some way as yet unknown to us and to them.
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