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MESOZOIC TIME — CRETACEOUS. 815

Atlantic and Continental Interior being almost completely unlike, it has
proved very difficult to determine equivalency.

The Lower Cretaceous series is less well displayed on the Atlantic and
Pacific borders than in Texas, and hence the division into epochs has been based
on the subdivisions recognized in the latter region. For a like reason the
epochs of the Upper Cretaceous are based on the subdivisions over the Con-
tinental Interior.

The principal subdivisions in each of the geographical belts are given in
the following tables. The equivalency indicated is, for the reasons stated,
largely doubtful. For comparison, the corresponding subdivisions in Euro-
pean geology are presented in the last column.
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The lower limit of the Cretaceous series in North America has been
made out by a comparison of fossils with those of the Neocomian of Europe.
It is especially marked, in most localities where the remains of plants occur,
by the presence of the leaves of the earliest species of Angiosperms, along
with those of the still abundant Cycads. As at present understood, the
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