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During the forty years which have elapsed

since Darwin's first publication of his theories

an enormous literature, discussing the general

problems of transformism as well as its special

application to man, has been published. In

spite of the wide divergence of the different

views, all agree in one main point: the

natural development of man cannot be separ

ated from general transformism. There are

only two possibilities. Either all the various

species of animals and plants have been

created independently by supernatural forces

(and in this case the creation of man also is a

miracle); or the species have been produced

in a natural way by transmutation, by adapta-

tion and progressive heredity (and in this

case man also is descended from other verte

brates, 'and immediately from a series of

primates). We are. absolutely convinced that

only the latter theory is fully scientific. To

prove its truth, we have to examine critically

the strength of the different arguments claimed

for it.
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