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Cuvier, however, as a strict matter-of-fact

man, was incapable of appreciating the spe

culative conclusions which were drawn by

his contemporaries Geoffroy and Lamarck.

On the contrary, he firmly stuck to the

doctrine of the immutability of species; and,

in order to account for the existence of

animals whose kind exists no longer, he in

vented the famous doctrine of successive

cataclysms.
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