
THE NATURE OF THE SOUL

most important psychic processes is in the" unconscious

soul," and he affords us "a view of the mechanism

which, in the unconscious background of the soul,

manipulates the impressions which arise from the ex

ternal stimuli." What seems to me, however, of spe
cial importance and value in Wundt's work is that he

"extends the law of the persistence of force for the

first time to the psychic world, and makes use of a

series of facts of electro-physiology by way of demon

stration."

Thirty years afterwards (1892) Wundt published a

second, much abridged and entirely modified, edition

of his work. The important principles of the first edi

tion are entirely abandoned in the second, and the mon

istic is exchanged for a purely dualistic stand-point.
Wundt himself says in the preface to the second edition

that he has emancipated himself from the fundamental

errors of the first, and that he "learned many years
ago to consider the worka sinof hisyouth"; it" weighed
on him as a kind of crime, from which he longed to free

himself as soon as possible." In fact, the most impor
tant systems of psychology are completely opposed to
each other in the two editions of Wundt's famous Ob

servations. In the first edition he is purely monisticand

materialistic, in the second edition purely dualistic
and spiritualistic. In the one psychology is treated
as a physical science, on the same laws as the whole of

physiology, of which it is only a part; thirty years af

terwards he finds psychology to be a spiritual science,
with principles and objects entirely different from those
of physical science. This conversion is most clearly
expressed in his principle of psycho-physical parallel
ism, according to which "every psychic event has a

Corresponding physical change"; but the two are
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