
THE NATURE OF THE SOUL

to lay the foundation of our knowledge of the early

psych-ic development in his interesting work on The
id of the Child. Much is still to be done in the

study of the later stages and metamorphoses of the in

dividual soul, and once more the correct, critical ap

plication of the biogenetic law is proving a guiding star

to the scientific mind.

A new and fertile epoch of higher development
dawned for psychology and all other biological sciences

when Charles Darwin applied the principles of evolu

tion to them forty years ago. The seventh chapter of
his epoch-making work on The Origin of Species is
devoted to instinct. It contains the valuable proof that

the instincts of animals are subject, like all other vital

processes, to the general laws of historic development.
The special instincts of particular species were formed

by adaptation, and the modifications thus acquired
were handed on to posterity by heredity; in their for

mation and preservation natural selection plays the

same part as in the transformation of every other physi-
ological function. Darwin afterwards developed this

fundamental thought in a number of works, showing
that the same laws of "mental evolution" hold good

throughout the entire organic world, not less in man

than in the brute, and even in the plant. Hence the

unity of the organic world, which is revealed by the

common origin of its members, applies also to the entire

province of psychic life, from the simplest unicellular

organism up to man.
To George Romanes we owe the further development

of Darwin's psychology and its special application to
the different sections of psychic activity. Unfortunate-
ly, his premature decease prevented the completion of
the great work which was to reconstruct every section
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