
PSYCHIC GRADATIONS

conscious psychic force from the Creator at its forma

tion, and that this instinct of each species was just as

changeable as its bodily structure. Lamarcic proved

the untenabless
of this error in 1809 by establishing

the theory of Descent, and Darwin completely demol

ished it in 1859. He proved the following important

theses with the aid of his theory of selection:

i. The instincts of species show individual differ

ences, and are just as subject to modification under the

law of adaptation as the morphological features of their

bodily structure.

2. These modifications (generally arising from a

change of habits) are partly transmitted to offspring

by heredity, and thLis accumulate and are accentuated

in the course of generations.

3. Selection, both artificial and natural singles out

certain of these inherited modifications of the psychic
activity; it preserves the most useful and rejects the

least adaptive.
4. The divergence of psychic character which thus

arises leads, in the course of generations, to the forma
tion of new instincts, just as the divergence of morpho
logical character gives rise to new species.
Darwins theory of instinct is now accepted by most

biologists; Romanes has treated it so ably, and so

greatly expanded it in his distinguished work on Mental

Evolution in. the Animal World, that I need merely re
fer to it here. I will only venture the brief statement
that, in my opinion, there are instincts in all organisms
-in all the protists and plants as well as in all the ani

mals and in man; though in the latter they tend to dis

appear in proportion as reason makes progress at their

expense.
The two chief classes of instincts to be differentiated

123


	LinkTextBoxLeft: geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1900-Haeckel-RiddleUniv/README.htm


