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first place, the excellent arrangement for the nourish,
ment of the embryo; in the reptiles, birds, and r
tremes (the oviparous mammals) it is effected b the
great yellow nutritive yelk, which is associated with
the egg; in the rest of the mammals (the marsupials
and placentals) it is effected by the mother's blood
which is conducted to the fcetus by the blood-vessels
of the yelk-sac and the allantois. In the case of the
most highly developed placentals this elaborate nutri
tive arrangement has reached the highest degree of

perfection by the construction of a placenta; hence in

tifese classes the embryo is fully developed before birth.

But its soul remains during all this time in a state of

embryonic slumber, a state of repose which Preyer has

justly compared to the hibernation of animals. We

have a similar long sleep in the chrysalis stage of those

insects which undergo a complete metamorphosis

butterflies, bees, flies, beetles, and so forth. This sleep

of the pupa, during which the most important forma

tions of organs and tissues take place, is the more in

teresting from the fact that the preceding condition of

the free larva (caterpillar, grub, or maggot) included

a highly developed psychic activity, and that this is,

significantly, lower than the stage which is seen after

wards (when the chrysalis sleep is over) in the perfect,

winged, sexually mature insect.

Man's psychic activity, like that of most of the high

er animals, runs through a long series of stages of de

velopment during the individual life. We may single

out the five following as the most important of them:

I. The soul of the new-born infant up to the birth

of self-consciousness and the learning of speech.

II The soul of the boy or girl UP to puberty (i.e.,

until the awakening of the sexual instinct).
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