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That is particularly true of the dominant religion of
modern civilized states, Christianity.

As everybody knows, the dogma of the
immortality

of the soul has long since assumed in the Christian

religion that rigid form which it has in the articles of
faith: "I believe in the resurrection of the body and

in an eternal life." Man will arise on
«
the last day,"

as Christ is alleged to have done on Easter mom, and

receive a reward according to the tenor of his earthly
life. This typically Christian idea is thoroughly ma

terialistic and anthropomorphic; it is very little supe
rior to the corresponding crude legends of uncivilized

peoples. The impossibility of "the resurrection of the

body" is clear to every man who has some knowledge

of anatomyand physiology. The resurrection of Christ,

which is celebrated every Easter by millions of Chris

tians, is as purely mythical as "the awakening of the

dead," which he is alleged to have taught. Thesemystic
articles of faith are just as untenable in the light of

pure reason as the cognate hypothesis of "eternal life."

The fantastic notions which the Christian Church

disseminates as to the eternal life of the immortal soul

after the dissolution of the body are just as material

istic as the dogma of "the resurrection of the body."
In his interesting work on Religion in the Light of the

Darwinian Theory, Savage justly remarks:
«
Ii is one

of the standing charges of the Church against science
that it is materialistic. I must say, in passing, that

the whole ecclesiastical doctrine of a future life has al

ways been, and still is, materialism of the purest type.
It teaches that the material body shall rise, and dwell
in a material heaven." To prove this one has only to

read impartially some of the sermons and ornate dis

courses in which the glory of the future life is extolled
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