
CHAPTER XIII

THE EVOLUTION OF THE WORLD

The Notion of Creation-Miracles-Creation of the Whole Uni
verse and of its Various Parts-Creation of Substance (Cos
mological Creation)-Deism: One Creative Day-Creation of
Separate Entities-Five Forms of Ontological Creationism
Theory of Evolution-I. Monistic Cosmogony--Beginning
and End of the World-The Infinity and Eternity of the Uni
verse-Space and Time Universum per etuum mobile-En
tropy of the Universe-Il. Monistic Geogeny-History of the
Inorganic and Organic Worlds-Ill. Monistic Biogeny
Transformism and the Theory of Descent: Lamarck and
Darwin-IV. Monistic Anthropogeny-Origin of Man

T'm
greatest, vastest, and most difficult of all cos

mic problems is that of the origin and develop
ment of the world-the "question of creation," in a
word. Even to the solution of this most difficult world
riddle the nineteenth century has contributed more than
all its predecessors; in a certain sense, indeed, it has
found the solution. We have at least attained to a
clear view of the fact that all the partial questions of

creation are indivisibly coinected, that they represent
one single, comprehensive "cosmic problem," and that
the key to this problem is found in the one magic
word-evolution The great questions of the crea

tion of man, the creation of the animals and plants,
the creation of the earth and the sun, etc., are all

parts of the general question, What is the origin of the
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