
CHAPTER XVII

SCIENCE AND CHRISTIANITY

Increasing Opposition between Modern Science and Christian
Theology-The Old and the New Faith-Defence of Rational
Science against the Attacks of Christian' Superstition, espe
cially against Catholicism-Four Periods in the Evolution of
Christianity: I. Primitive Christianity (the First Three Cen
turies)-The Four Canonical Gospels-The Epistles of Paul
-II. The Papacy (Ult aniontane Christianity)-Retrogres
sion of Civilization in the Middle Ages-Ultramontane Falsi
fication of History-The Papacy and Science-The Papacy
and Christianity-ill. The Reformation-Luther and Calvin
-The Year of Emancipation-IV. The Pseudo-Christianity
of the Nineteenth Century-The Papal Declaration of War

against Reason and Science: (a) Infallibility, (b) The Encyc
lica, (c) The Immaculate Conception

oNE
of the most distinctive features of the expiring

century is the increasing vehemence of the oppo
sition between science and Christianity. That is both

natural and inevitable. In the same proportion it1

which the victorious progress of modern science has

surpassed all the scientific achievements of earlier ages
has the untenability been proved of those mystic views

which would subdue reason under the yoke of an al

leged revelation; and the Christian religion belongs to

that group. The more solidly modern astronomY,

physics, and chemistry have established the sole do

minion of inflexible natural laws in the universe at
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