
SCIENCE
WAND CHRISTIANITY

6011 of care for science or higher mental culture save

in rare circumstances and in secret. Ignorance, pov

erty, and superstition combined with the immoral op

eration of the law of celibacy, which had been intro

duced in the eleventhcentury, to consolidate the ever

growing power of the papacy. It has been calculated

that there were more than ten million victims of fa-.

natical. religious hatred during this "Golden Age" of

papal domination; and how many more million hu

man victims must be put to the account of celibacy,
oral confession, and moral constraint, the most per
nicious and accursed institutions of the papal despot
ism! Unbelieving philosophers, who have collected

disproofs of the existence of God, have overlooked one

of the strongest arguments in that sense-the fact that

the Roman "Vicar of Christ" could for twelve centu

ries perpetrate with impunity the most shameful and

horrible deeds "in the name of God."

111.-THE REFORMATION

The history of civilization, which we are so fond of

calling "the history of the world," enters upon its third

period with the Reformation of the Christian Church,

just as its second period begins with the founding of

Christianity. With the Reformation begins the new

birth of fettered reason, the reawakening of science,

which the iron hand of the Christian papacy had re

lentlessly crushed for twelve hundred years. At the

same time the spread of general education had already

commenced, owing to the invention of printing about

the middle of the fifteenth century; and towards its

Close several great events occurred, especially the dis

covery of America in 1492, which prepared the way for
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