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father, «Pandera," points Unequivocally to a Greek

origin.; in one manuscript, in fact, it is written "Pan

dora." Pandora was, according to the Greek mythol

ogy, the first woman, born of the earth by Vulcan and

adorned with every charm by the gods, who was es

poused by Epimetheus, and sent by Zeus to men with

the dread "Pandora - box," containing every evil, in

punishment for the stealing of divine fire from heaven

by Prometheus.

And it is interesting to see the different reception that

the love-story of Miriam has met with at the hands of
the four great Christian nations of civilized Europe.
The stern morality of the Teutonic races entirely repu
diates it; the righteous German and the prudish Briton

prefer to believe 'blindly in the impossible thesis of a

conception "by the Holy Ghost." It is well known

that this strenuous and carefully paraded prudery of
the higher classes (especially in England) is by no

means reflected in the true condition of sexual morality
in high quarters. The revelations which the Pall

Mall Gazette, for instance, made on the subject twelve

years ago vividly recalled the condition of Babylon.
The Romantic races, which ridicule this prudery and

take sexual relations less seriously, find Mary's Ro-

mance attractive enough; the special cult which "Our

Lady" enjoys in France and Italy is often associated

with this love-story with curious naïveté. Thus, for

example, Paul de Regla (Dr. Desjardin, author of Jesus

of Nazareth considered from a Scientific, Historical, and

Social Standpoint (1894), finds precisely in the illegiti

mate birth of Christ a special "title to the halo that ir-

radiates his noble form."

It seemed to me necessary to enter fully into this im

portant question of the origin of Christ. in the sense of
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