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intersection. As a rule, they are most sharply defined in

proportion to the fineness of grain of the rock. In lime

stones and close-grained shales, for example, they oftea

occur so clean-cut as to be invisible until revealed by frac

ture or by the slow disintegrating effects of the weather.

The rock splits up along these concealed lines of division,

whether the agent of demolition be the hammer or frost.

In coarse-textured. rocks, on the other hand, joints are apt

to show themselves as more irregular sinuous rents.

As a rule, they run perpendicular, or approximately so,

to the planes of bedding, and descend vertically at not very

unequal distances, so that the portions of rock between

them, when seen in profile, appear marked. off into so

many wall-like masses. But this symmetry often gives

place to a more or less tortuous course with lateral joints

in various random directions, more especially where the

different strata vary considerably in lithological characters.

A single joint may be traced for many yards, sometimes, it

is said, for several miles, more particularly when the rock

is fine-grained, as in limestone. But where the texture is

coarse and unequal, the joints, though abundant, run into

each other in such a way that no one in particular can be

identified for more than a limited distance. The number of

joints in a mass of stratified rock varies within wide limits.

Among strata which have undergone little disturbance the

joints may be separated from each other by intervals of sev

eral yards. But in other cases, where terrestrial movement

has been considerable, the rocks are so jointed as to have

acquired therefrom a fissile character that has nearly or

wholly obliterated their tendency to split along the lines

of bedding.

An important feature in the joints of stratified rooks is


	LinkTextBox: http://geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1902-Geikie-Geology/README.htm


