http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html

118 THE CAPACITIES OF THE WORLD FOR

hinge the alternative between a pandemonium and
a paradise? If the moral elements were in place
and operation amongst us, should we still continue
to fester and be unhappy from the want of the
physical? Or, is it not rather true, that all nature
smiles in beauty, or wantons in bounteousness for
our enjoyment—were but the disease of our spirits
medicated, were there but moral soundness in the
heart of man?

10. And what must be the character of the
Being who formed such a world, where the moral
and the physical economies are so adjusted to each
other, that virtue, if universal, would bring ten
thousand blessings and beatitudes in its train, and
turn our earth into an elysium—whereas nothing
so distempers the human spirit, and so multiplies
distress in society, as the vice and the violence
and the varieties of moral turpitude wherewith it is
infested. Would a God who loved iniquity and
who hated righteousness have created such a
world? Would He have so attuned the organism
of the human spirit, that the consciousness of
worth should be felt through all its recesses, like
the oil of gladness? Or would he have so con-
structed the mechanism of human society, that
it should never work prosperously for the general
good of the species, but by means of truth and
philanthropy and uprightness? Would the friend
and patron of falsehood have let such a world out
of his hands? Or would an unholy being have
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