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can assimilate the heterogeneous particles of the

surrounding soil to their own nature; and they
have also the power of producing individuals

specifically the same as themselves: in common

language, they are capable of contributing to

their own growth, and to the continuation of

their species. And as they produce these effects

by means of internal organs adapted to the pur

pose, they are hence denominated organized

bodies.

The individuals of the animal kingdom very

closely resemble those of the vegetable in the

two properties just described. The respective

organs differ, as we might expect, in their form

and position; but in their functions or mode of

action, there is a strong analogy, and even simi

larity, throughout. But animals differ from vege

tables more remarkably than these do from every

unorganized form of matter, in being endued

with sensation and volition; properties which

extend the sphere of their relations to such a

degree, as to raise them immeasurably above

all other forms of matter in the scale of ex

istence.

In distributing the individuals of the material

world among these four kingdoms of nature,

there occasionally prevails considerable ob

scurity, not only with respect to the true place

which an individual ought to occupy in the

scale of a particular kingdom; but even with
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