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of the two divisions. And he then observes that,

in the scale of material existence, plants imme

diately succeed to lifeless forms of matter; and

that although among plants the degree of the

living power is "various, some being indued

with a greater portion of it than others; yet,

"considered collectively, plants represent as it

were a middle term between animals and all

"other bodies; appearing as indued with life,

in comparison with all other forms of matter,

but devoid of life in comparison with animals.

The change from the vegetable to the animal

"nature is as gradual, as from inanimate to

"vegetable matter: for there are some marine

"productions, of which it is difficult to affirm

"whether they are animal or vegetable; since

they permanently adhere to the spot where

they are found, and cannot be separated from

it without perishing; and they manifest very

"obscure, if any, signs of sensation. Indeed the

"whole class of testaceous animals can scarcely

be considered as superior to plants, when coin-

"pared with those animals which are indued

with the power of moving from place to

"place." (O'rco
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