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evitably soon cut short by death: and though,

in many instances, societies continue to be bene

fited through successive ages in consequence of

the efforts of individuals, who have long since

ceased to live, yet in many instances, on the

other hand, the memorial not only of individuals,

but of nations also, entirely perishes; and all

things apparently proceed, as if those indivi

duals and nations had never existed.

Shall we then, in concluding this treatise,

simply admit the existence of that harmony,

the illustration of which was its professed ob

ject; and in admitting that existence shall we

at the same time express our gratitude to that

Power, which has thus amply provided for the

physical wants of man, and for the develope

ment of his intellectual faculties? That indeed

would have been incumbent on us under any

circumstances; and without any qualification

arising from the partial occurrence either of

disease, or famine, or any other form of physical

evil.

But, since they, to whom this treatise is ad

dressed, are conscious that some ulterior cause

exists for the adaptation of the external world

to the nature of man, beyond the transient sup

ply of his physical wants, or even the exercise

of his intellectual faculties; to have exhibited

the bare fact of that adaptation, without some

reference to its final cause, would have been to
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