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CHAPTER IV.

Division of the Subject.

IN making a survey of the universe, for the pur
pose of pointing out such correspondencies and adap
tations as we have mentioned, we shall suppose the

general leading facts of the course of nature to be

known, and the explanations of their causes now

generally established among astronomers and natu
ral philosophers to be conceded. We shall assume
therefore that the earth is a solid globe of ascertain
ed magnitude, which travels round the sun, in an

orbit nearly circular, in a period of about three hun

dred and sixty five days and a quarter, and in the

mean time revolves, in an inclined position, upon its

own axis in about twenty-four hours, thus producing
the succession of*appearances and effects which con

stitute seasons and climates, day and night ;-that
this globe has its surface furrowed and. ridged with
various inequalities, the waters of the ocean occu

pying the depressed parts:-that it is surrounded by
an atmosphere, or spherical covering of air; and that

various other physical agents, moisture, electricity,

magnetism, light, operate at the surface of the earth,

according to their peculiar laws. This surface is, as

we know, clothed with covering of plants, and in

habited by the various tribes of animals, with all their

variety of sensations, wants, and enjoyments. The

relations and connexions of the larger portions of
the world, the sun, the planets, and the stars, the cos

mical arrangements of the system, as they are some
times called, determine the course of events among
these bodies; and the more remarkable features of

these arrangements are therefore some of the sub

jects for our consideration. These cosmical arrange
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