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verse the Dophrian range,we pass in succession the

boundary lines of the spruce fir, the Scotch fir, and

those minute shrubs which botanists distinguish as

the dwarf birch and dwarf willow. Here, near to

or within the arctic circle, we yet find wild flowers

of great beauty; the mezereum, the yellow and white

water lily, and the European globe flower. And

when these fail us, the reindeer moss still makes the

country habitable for animals and man.

We have thus a variety in the laws of vegetable

organization remarkably adapted to the variety of

climates; and by this adaptation the globe is clothed

with vegetation and peopled with animals from pole
to pole, while without such an adaptation vegetable
and animal life must have been confined almost, or

entirely, to some narrow zone on the earth's surface.

We conceive that we see here the evidence of a wise

and benevolent intention, overcoming the varying
difficulties, or employing the varying resources of

the elements, with an inexhaustible fertility of con

trivance, a constant tendency to diffuse life and well

being.
2. One of the great uses to which the vegetable

wealth of the earth is applied, is the support of man,

whom it provides with food and clothing; and the

adaptation of tribes of indigenous vegetables to every
climate has, we cannot but believe, a reference to the

intention that the human race should be diffused over

the whole globe. But this end is not answered by

indigenous vegetables alone; and in the variety of

vegetables capable of being cultivated with advan

tage in various countries, we conceive that we find

evidence of an additional adaptation of the scheme

of organic life to the system of the elements.

The cultivated vegetables, which form the neces

sariès or luxuries of human life, are each confined

within limits, narrow, when compared with the whole

surface of the earth; yet almost every part of the

earth's surface is capable of being abundantly co

vered with one kind or other of these. When one
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