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ground. Thus a perpetual and compound circulation

of the waters is kept up; a narrower circle between

the evaporation and precipitation of the land itself,

the rivers and streams only occasionally and par

tially forming a portion of the circuit; and a wider

interchange between the sea and the lands which

feed the springs, the water ascending perpetually by'
a thousand currents through the air, and descending

by the gradually converging branches of the rivers,

till it is again returned into the great reservoir of the

ocean.

In every country, these two portions of the aque
ous circulation have their regular, and nearly con

stant, proportion. In this kingdom the relative quan
tities are, as we have said, twenty-three and thirteen.

A due distribution of these circulating fluids in each

country appears to be necessary to its organic
health; to the habits of vegetables, and of man. We

have every reason to believe that it s kept up from

year to year as steadily as the circulation of the

blood in the veins and arteries of man. It is main

tained by a machinery very different, indeed, from

that of the human system, but apparently as well,

and, therefore, we may say as clearly, as that, adapt
ed to its purposes.

By this machinery, we have a connexion esta

blished between the atmospheric changes of re

mote countries. Rains in England are often intro

duced by a south-east wind. "Vapour

"

brought to

us by such a wind, must have been generated in

countries to the south and east of our island. It is;

therefore, probably, in the extensive valleys watered

by the Meuse, the Moselle, and the Rhine, if not

from the more distant Elbe, with the Oder and the

Weser, that the water rises, in the midst of sunshine,

which is soon afterwards to form our clouds, and

pour down our thunder-showers." "Drought and

sunshine in one part of Europe may be as necessary
to the production of a wet season in another, as it is

on the great scale of the continents of Africa and
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