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reasons of a far more refined and comprehensive
kind than we can distinctly apprehend.

4. But before quitting this subject we may offer a
few further observations on the question, whether
gravitation and the law of gravitation be necessary
attributes of matter. We have spoken of the selec-
tion of this law, but is it selected? Could it have
been otherwise? Is not the force of attraction a
necessary consequence of the fundamental proper-
ties of matter? '

This is a question which has been much agitated
among the followers of Newton. Some have main-
tained, as Cotes, that gravity is an inherent proper-
ty of all matter; others, with Newton himself, have
considered it as an appendage to the essential quali-
ties of matter, and have proposed hypotheses to
account for the mode in which its effects are pro-
duced.

The result of all that can be said on the subject
appears to be this: that no one can demonstrate the
possibility of deducing gravity from the acknow-
ledged fundamental properties of matter: and that
no philosopher asserts, that matter has been found
to exist, which was destitute of gravity. It is a pro-
perty which we have no right to call necessary to
matter, but every reason to suppose universal.

If we could show gravity to be a necessary con-
sequence of those properties which we adopt as es-
sential to our notion of matter, (extension, solidity,
mobility, inertia) we might then callit also one of the
essential properties. But no one probably will assert
that this is the case. Its universality is a fact of
observation merely. How then can a property,—in
its existence so needful for the support of -the uni-
verse, in its laws so well adapted to the purposes of
creation,—how came it to be thus universal? Its
being found every where is necessary for its uses;
but this is so far from being a sufficient explanation
of its existence, that it is an additional fact to be
explained. We have here, then, an' agency most



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


