
INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 11

If the child, upon the parent's knee, is uncon

sciously incurring a debt, and strong affections

grow up so naturally that nothing is more uni

versally condemned than filial ingratitude, we

have but to change the object of affection, to

find the natural source of religion itself. We

must show that the care of the most tender

parent is in nothing to be compared with those

provisions for our enjoyment and safety, which

it is not only beyond the ingenuity of man to

supply to himself, but which he can hardly com

prehend, while he profits by them.

If man, of all living creatures, be alone

capable of gratitude, and through this sense be

capable also of religioi, the transition is natural;

since the gratitude due to parents is abundantly

more owing to Him "who saw him in his blood,

and said, Live."

For the continuance of life, a thousand provi

sions are made. If the vital actions of a man's

frame were directed by his will, they are neces

sarily so minute and complicated, that they

would immediately fall into confusion. He

cannot draw a breath, without the exercise of

sensibilities as well ordered as those of the eye

or ear. A tracery of nervous cords unites many

organs in sympathy, of which if one filament

were broken, pain and spasm, and suffocation

would ensue. The action of his heart, and the

circulation of his blood, and all the vital func-
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