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whether that extensive motion was bestowed so

that the animal might dig with its huge claws

like some of the edentata, or strike like the

feline tribe.

Some interest is attached to the position of

the scapula, in the horse. In him, and in other

quadrupeds, with the exceptions which I have

made, there is no clavicle, and the connection

between the extremity and the trunk is solely

through muscles. That muscle called serratus

magnus, which is a large one in man, is parti

cularly powerful in the horse; for the weight

of the trunk hangs upon this muscle. In the

horse, as in most quadrupeds, the speed results

from the strength of the loins and hinder extre

mities; for it is the muscles there which propel

the animal. But were the anterior extremities

joined to the trunk firmly, and by bone, they

could not withstand the shock from the descent

of the whole weight thrown forwards; even

though they were as powerful as the posterior

extremities, they would suffer fracture or dislo

cation. We cannot but admire, therefore, the

provision in all quadrupeds whose speed is great,

and whose spring is extensive, that, from the

relative position of their bones, they have an

elastic resistance, by which the shock of descend

ing is diminished.
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