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COMPARED WITH THE DEEPER PARTS. 177

are actually sensible to concussion, to stretching,
or laceration. |

How consistent, then, and beautiful is the
distribution of this quality of life! The sen-
sibility to pain varies with the function of the
part. The skin is endowed with sensibility to
every possible injurious impression which may
be made upon it. But had this kind and degree
of sensibility been made universal, we should
have been racked with pain in the common
motions of the body: the mere weight of one
part on another, or the motion of the -joint,
would have been attended with that degree of
suffering which we experience in using or walk-
ing upon an inflamed limb.

But on the other hand, had the deeper parts
possessed no sensibility, we should have had
no guide in our exertions. They have a sen-
sibility limited to the kind of injury which it
is possible may reach them, and which teaches
us what we can do with impunity. If we leap
from too great a height, or carry too great a
burthen, or attempt to interrupt a body whose
impetus is too great for us, we are warned of
the danger as effectually by this internal sen-
sibility, as we are of the approach of a sharp
point or a hot iron to the skin.

Returning to the consideration of the sensi-
bility of the skin, in order more fully to com-
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