
184 SENSIBILITY OF THE EYE.

the hand was waved or a feather brought near

the eye, the person winked; yet lie did not shut

his eye on rubbing the finger across the eyeball,

or when blood was removed by the lancet from

the inflamed vessels. In those cases, when

vision gave notice of danger to the organ, the

patient winked to avoid it, but when the point

touched the eye or eyelids, the sense of touch

gave no alarm, and was followed by no action''

for the protection of the organ.

I shall present another instance of the pecu

liar nature of the sensibility which protects the

eye. The Oculist has observed that by the

touch of a thing as light as a feather, the muscles

of the eye will be thrown into uncontrollable

actions and spasms: but if the point of the

finger be pressed somewhat rudely between the

eyelids, and directly on the eye itself, he can by

such means hold the eye steady for his intended

operation, producing hardly any sensation, cer

tainly no pain!

This is one of the little secrets of the. art;

the Oculist turns out the eyelids, and fingers

the eye, in a manner which appears, at once,

rude and masterly: and still the wonder grows

that he can do such things with so much dex

terity as to inflict no pain, when by daily experi

ence we know that even a grain of sand in the

eye will torture us. The explanation is this: the

eye and eyelids are possessed of a sensibility
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