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exterior apparatus perfect, there is no impulse

to that act of speaking.

" Now I hope it appears, from this enumeration

of parts, that the main difference lies in the

internal faculty or propensity. As soon as a

child can distinguish and admire, then are its

features in. action; its voice begins to be modi

fied into a variety of sounds; these are taken

up and repeated by the nurse, and already a

sort of convention is established between them.

The perfect correspondence is a contrivance;

but the source of the articulation, that which

prompts to the first efforts, is in our intellectual

nature. We cannot, therefore, doubt that a

propensity is created in correspondence with the

outward organs, without which they would be

useless appendages. The aptness of the instru

ment or external organ will undoubtedly fin

prove the faculty-just as we find that giving

freedom to the expression of passion adds force

to the emotion in the mind.*

One cannot but reflect here on that grand revolution which

took place when language, till then limited to its proper organ,
had its representation in the work of the hand. Now that a man

of mean estate can have a library of more intrinsic value than

that of Cicero, when the sentiments of past ages are as familiar

as those of the present, and the knowledge of different empires is

transmitted and common to all, we cannot expect to have our

sages followed, as of old, by their five thousand scholars. Na

tions will not now record their acts by building pyramids, or by
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