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Cause. When we are bold enough to extend

our enquiries into the great revolutions which

have taken place, whether in the condition of

the earth or in the structure of the animals

which have inhabited it, our notions of the

"uniformity" of the course of nature must suffer

some modification. Changes must, at certain

epochs, have been wrought, and new beings

brought into existence, different from the order

of things previously existing, or now existing.

Such interference is not contrary to the great

scheme of creation. It is not contrary to that

scheme, but only to our present state. For the

most wise and benevolent purposes, a convic

tion is implanted in our nature that we should

rely on the course of events, as permanent and

necessary. We belong to a certain epoch; and

it is when our ambitious thoughts carry us

beyond our natural condition, 'that we feel how

much our faculties are constrained, and our con

ceptions, as well as our language, imperfect.

We must either abandon these speculations alto

gether, or cease to argue purely from our present

situation.

It has been made manifest that man and the

animals inhabiting the earth have been created

with reference to the magnitude of the globe;

that their living endowments bear a relation

to their state of existence and to the elements

around them. We have learnt that the system
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