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coming before the public, not only with a

work, in some measure extra-professional,

but with associates, distinguished by

clas-sicalelegance of style, as well as by science.

He must entreat the reader to remember that

he was, early and long, devoted to the
study

of anatomy; and with a feeling (right or

wrong) that it surpassed all other studies, in

interest and usefulness. This made him neg

ligent of those acquirements which would

have better fitted him for the honourable

association in which he has been placed:

and no one can feel more deeply that the

suggestions which occur in the intervals of

an active professional life, must always be

unfavorably contrasted with what comes of

the learned leisure of a College.

The author has to acknowledge his obliga

tions to His Grace the Archbishop of Canter

bury, the Bishop of London, arid the late

President of the Royal Society, for having

assigned to him a task of so much interest.

When he undertook it, he thought only of

the pleasure of pursuing these investigations,

and perhaps too little of what the public were

entitled to expect from an
Essay composed

in circumstances so peculiar, and forming a

part in "
this great argument."
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