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being the warmer body, radiates a portion of
its superfluous temperature into the surrounding
space; and thus the air immediately in con-
tact with.the surface, becomes cooled below the
point of saturation, and gives off a portion of its
water in the form of dew.

We formerly stated, that the radiating powers
of bodies differ exceedingly according to their
composition, the nature of their surface, their
colour, &c. These differences, of course, pro-
duce corresponding effects on the deposition of
dew ; and, as beautifully demonstrated by Dr.
Wells, explain its greater or less deposition
under certain circumstances, or its entire ab-
sence under others. Thus, what formerly ap-
peared so extraordinary, viz. why in the self-
same state of the atmosphere, &c. one portion of
the earth’s surface, or one portion of herbage,
should be covered with dew, while another in
the immediate neighbourhood should remain
dry, is no longer a mystery; but is perfectly
explicable on the supposition of their different
radiating powers.

The deposition of dew is always most abun-
dant during calm and cloudless nights, and in
situations freely exposed to the atmosphere.
Whatever interferes in any way with the pro-
cess of radiation, as might be expected, has a
great effect on the deposition of dew. Hence,
the radiation of heat, and consequently the
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