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denly cooled, either by the radiation of its own

heat, or by the admixture of the neighbouring
cold air; while the superfluous moisture is con

densed as a fog.

The fogs of high latitudes, more especially the

fogs of the Polar seas, are in the same manner

owing to the radiation. of heat. The cooling of

the warmer air, over the immense masses of

floating ice, gives rise to an unequal distribution

of temperature, and thus at certain seasons, to

uninterrupted fogs. It is probable that in all

these instances, the fogs beneficially alleviate

the severity of cold, by checking great and

sudden alternations of temperature; which would

otherwise interfere much with the operations of

organic life.

Fogs have been sometimes observed of a

strong odour, apparently the result of an ad

mixture of foreign bodies. In a subsequent

paragraph these fogs will be fully considered.

Of Clouds.-From mists and fogs the transi

tion to clouds is easy and natural; as clouds, in

reality, are nothing more or less than masses of

visible vapour, precisely similar to that com

posing fogs, but existing at a distance above the

earth's surface. Clouds differ principally from

mists and fogs in their mode of formation. Thus

mists, like dew, as we have seen, are the result

of the cooling of the lower strata of the atmo

sphere by radiation. Fogs are so far the result
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