
346 METEOROLOGY.

nated par/telia and paraselenes, or mock suns

and mock moons. Visible vapours, consisting of

water in the fluid state, likewise sometimes

form halos; but these halos (when more than one

exists) are always concentric, the sun or moon

being in the centre. These two phenomena not

unfrequently take place at the same time.

The last and most frequent phenomenon of

the general kind which we shall notice, is pro

duced by the action of fluid drops of water

upon light, viz. the well known phenomenon

termed the Rainbow. The concomitants of the

rainbow are familiar to every one: there must

he rain along with sunshine. Under these cir

cumstances, if the spectator turns his back to

the sun, he sees the coloured bow projected on

the opposite cloud, and displaying all the tints
*
of the prismatic spectrum.

We are informed in the sacred narrative, that

this beautiful phenomenon was chosen as a

symbol to mankind of their exemption from

future deluge. The sceptic may be challenged
to state what pledge could have been more feli

citous or more satisfactory. In order that the

rainbow may appear, the clouds must be partial.

Hence the existence of the rainbow is absolutely

incompatible with universal deluge from above.

So long, therefore, as
"
He doth set his bow in

the clouds;" so long have we full assurance that
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