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fusion; and many of them have been picked up
while still warm, so as to leave no doubt of their

being real aerolites. It is singular too, that the

composition of aerolites is in some degree pecu
liar. They invariably contain, either iron, or

cobalt, or nickel, or all these three metals, in

union with various earthy substances. Aerolites

have been found of every size, from that of a few

grains to the weight of several hundreds of

pounds; for of this weight are some of those

isolated masses of iron seen in diflèrent parts of

the world, and which are generally allowed to be

of meteoric origin.

Intermediate, as it were, between substances

suspended, and substances dissolved, in the at

mosphere, are those matters, whatever their

nature may be, which have been known to

spread as a haze over large districts, and have

been termed "
Dry Fogs."

In the year 1782, and still more in the year

following, a remarkable haze of this kind ex

tended over the whole of Europe. Seen in mass

this haze was of a pale blue colour. It was

thickest at noon, when the sun appeared through

it of a red colour. Rain did not in the least

degree affect it. This haze is said to have pos

sessed drying properties, and to have occa

sionally yielded a strong and peculiar odour. It

is also said to have deposited in some places a

viscid liquid, of an acrid taste, and of an un-
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