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300 METLOROLOGY.

our comprehension : we see only their effects ;
and even these effects are most imperfectly re-
vealed to us. As instances of the laws of nature
which it is in our power to refer to general prin-
ciples, may be mentioned the currents in the
ocean and in the atmosphere, by which the equi-
librium of temperature over the globe is main-
tained. These currents, we know, are strictly
referrible to hydrostatic and pneumatic prin-
ciples. The argument of design, which is de-
ducible from these principles, rests, therefore,
not so much on the principles themselves, as
on their application precisely where they are
requisite. On the other hand, as we stated at
the commencement of this treatise, the laws of
chemistry are founded solely on experience ;
so that our acquaintance with them 1is very
defective : for in very few instances are they
referrible to the laws of quantity; and even
when they can be so referred, it is only in a
manner very imperfect. But though we do
not comprehend the laws of chemistry, we sce
that many of them, perhaps all, in so far as
they are intelligible to us, are entirely consis-
tent with each other; and are as uniform in their
operation as those which obviously depend on
mechanical principles, or on the laws of gravity.
Thus the laws, that all bodies are expanded by
heat and are contracted by cold—that chemical
substances do not mix, but always combine
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