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permitted; not because they could not have

been avoided or removed; but in the language

of Paley, before quoted, "because the Deity

has been pleased to prescribe limits to his own

power, and to work his ends within these

limits."

Man, forgetting how insignificant he is, and

how limited his utmost knowledge, is too apt to

measure Omnipotence by the standard of his

own narrow intellect; and to be guided by his

own selfish feelings, in judging of the extent of

Divine benevolence. That this earth, a minute

fraction, as it is, of a great and wonderful system,

should be amenable to the general laws by which

the whole system is governed, is, at the least,

exceedingly probable. Of such general laws, of

their changes, of their aberrations, or of their

influences, we, situated in this extremity of the

universe, cannot see the object. What, there

fore, appears to us anomalous or defective, may

in reality be parts of some great cycle or series,

too vast to be comprehended by the human

mind, and known only to beings of a higher

order, or to the Creator himse1f. So again,

amidst the desolation of the hurricane, or of

the thunderstorm; in the settled affliction of

" malaria, and in the march of the pestilence;

the goodness of the Deity is impugned, his

power even, is regarded doubtfully. But what,

in truth, are all these visitations but so many
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