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is more or less depressed, a vegetation thus

incessantly active could not exist, nor would

it be appropriate. Accordingly, the palm tribe,

and many of the more
distinguishing produc

tions of the Tropics become gradually fewer in

Dumber as we recede from the Equator, and

at last give way entirely to deciduous plants;

that is, to plants endued with the power of

lipbernating, or sleeping, as it were, in the

colder season; and which vegetate only during

the warmer portion of the year. And here we

have displayed another of those admirable pro

visions, which at once strike us irresistibly as

being the effect of design! In Tropical coun

tries, where the seasons are uniform, and where

there is no cold to injure, the leaf buds of plants

are without covering or protection, and are freely
and confidently exposed to the atmosphere.

But in climates where the seasons change, and

where vegetation is liable to be suspended by

the cold, the leaf buds exhibit a structure re

markably different. Developed in the latter

end of summer, or autumn, they are almost

invariably provided with tegmenta, or coverings;

within which, during their period of torpor, they
are cradled, safe from cold and from accident!

As we advance still further to the north or

to the south, where the winter becomes more

severe and of longer continuance, deciduous

plants in their turn diminish both iii number
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