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If the food originally contained no albuminous

matter; no albumen is developed in the sto

mach; but immediately on the entrance of the

semi-fluid mass into the duodenum, and its mix

ture with the bile and the pancreatic fluids;

albumninous, and other chylous matters, become

distinctly perceptible. At the same instant,

those fluid parts, which in the stomach were

acid, are so far altered, by the addition of the

bile, and the pancreatic fluids, as to become

neutral, or almost neutral: some gas is frequently

extricated; and that portion of the food which

is destined to be excrementitious, is evidently

separated. The albumen, which is thus found

to exist in the chynie, may be partly derived

from the pancreatic fluid, which, as we have

already mentioned, has been said to contain

albumen. But the quantity of albumen, and of

other proximate principles of the chyle, that are

found in the contents of the duodenum, at some

distance onward from the pylorus, is much too

great to he explained in this manner. Indeed,

the properties, as well as the quantity, of the

albuminous matters, show, beyond a doubt, that

the albuminous matters are developed from the

food, and constitute the chyle which is subse

quently taken up by the lacteals.

Such are those most interesting, and at the

same time, most obvious, phenomena, observed

in different animals, in which the changes pro-
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