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020 CHEMISTRY Ol' ORGANIZATION.

thus into the general mass of the blood. The
exact nature of the changes which the chyle
and the lymph undergo in their passage through
these tubes, is not well understood. One change
appears to be, that the chyle, as first formed in
the alimentary canal, is to a certain extent, com-
pleted, or freed from water, during its course
through the lacteals: for though, when the
chyle is mixed with the blood, its albuminous
principles are much less perfectly developed
than the principles of the blood itself; yet the
developement of the albuminous principles, on
their mixture with the blood, is more perfect,
than when the chyle is first taken up from the
alimentary canal.

The matters conveyed from the other parts of
the body, by the tubes of the general absorbent
system, have, by most physiologists, been sup-
posed to be of an excrementitious character.
That some of the absorbed matters are excre-
mentitious, is very probable: arguments may,
however, be adduced, to show, that the whole of
the matters absorbed are by no means excre-
mentitious; but that they are repeatedly con-
signed to the uses of the vital agency: every
new organization raising them, as it were, a step
higher, and qualifying them for those refined and
ulterior purposes; for which the crude chyle can
hardly be imagined to be at once adapted.

The circumnstances favouring the above opi-
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